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(SHA 1.0) : INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK
SYSTEM OF HEALTH ACCOUNTS 2000     
(SHA 1.0) : INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK
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NATIONAL HEALTH ACCOUNTS (NHA)

• What is NHA?

• NHA Dimensions

• NHA Benefits

• NHA Methodology
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What is NHA?
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• National Health Accounts (NHA) refers to a systematic, comprehensive, and
method of tracking & reporting a country’s health expenditure.

• NHA beginnings can be tracked back to studies by Brian Abel-Smith in
1960’s

• It is a tool used internationally to describe expenditure flows on health
in a country

• Describes :
– the sources,
– uses and
– channels

• Emphasis: “who pays, how much, to whom and for what”

All funds 
utilized in the 
whole health 
system

both Public & 
Private
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Flow of Funds through Health System
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NHA USES/BENEFITS?

• Provides macro-level health expenditure information for
financial planning & policy making

• Assists policy makers make informed decision about
resources allocation

• Provides reliable national information to policy makers
on the sources and uses of funds for health, preferably
comparable across countries
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3 DIMENSIONS IN NHA
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Every 

Expenditure 
Coded 3 x
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NHA METHODOLOGY

Pre-2000
• No global framework
• Lack of comparability in international estimates
2000
• OECD & WHO published a standard framework which became the

international reporting format for NHA for WHO & OECD member
countries

• System of Health Accounts 2000 (SHA 1.0)
• Many non-OECD countries decided to use SHA 1.0 standards as the

basis for their health accounts
• Adopted by WHO as a basis for international data collection and

comparison
2011
• Revised version of this framework with further expansions (SHA

2011)
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NHA METHODOLOGY
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SYSTEM OF HEALTH ACCOUNTS 2000 
(SHA 1.0): INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK
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SYSTEM OF HEALTH ACCOUNTS 2000 
(SHA 1.0): INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK

• What is SHA?

• SHA Goals

• SHA Framework and Uses

• SHA and NHA Reference Documents
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SHA 1.0
• SHA 1.0 is a manual, proposing a set of

classifications and dimensions for use in health
accounting

• International Classification for Health Accounts
(ICHA) covers 3 dimensions:

1) Sources of funding (HF)
2) Providers of health care services (HP)
3) Function of health care services (HC)

• SHA 1.0 adopted by WHO as a basis for
international data collection and comparison
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SHA 1.0 GOALS

SHA goals:
• To provide consistent framework for analyzing

health systems

• To provide standard reporting for international
comparisons

• To provide an internationally harmonized
boundary for health and health related activities

• Can be used as basis for adaptation to meet
specific national requirement
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SHA 1.0 FRAMEWORK
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SHA 1.0 
Framework

To Whom?Who Pays?

For What?

Sources of 
Financing

Functions of 
Healthcare
ICHA-HC

Providers of 
Healthcare
ICHA-HPICHA-HF
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3 DIMENSIONS IN NHA & SHA 
CLASSIFICATION
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Every 
Expenditure 
Coded 3 x



HOW DO WE USE SHA?

SHA is used:
• To standardize NHA

• Basis to develop local NHA framework

• For international reporting 
– while still maintaining local framework

MNHA Unit, Planning Division, MOH - 2017 16



REFERENCE DOCUMENTS
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SHA Framework

International, 2000

Producer Guide

International, 2003
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SUMMARY

NHA
• NHA is a systematic method 

of tracking and describing 
health expenditure flow.

• Provides macro-level health 
expenditure information

• Emphasis: “who pays, how 
much, to whom and for 
what

SHA 1.0
• SHA is a manual with a set 

of classifications used in 
health accounting 

• ICHA that covers 3 
dimensions

• Has been adopted by WHO 
as a basis for  international 
data collection and 
comparison
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THANK YOU
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